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ALBANY WAVE ENERGY PROJECT — BUSINESS CASE 

373. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 

Before I ask my question of the Premier, I acknowledge in the gallery the young budding politicians from 
Manjimup Primary School in my electorate. I wish them all the best for their visit to Parliament House today. 

I refer to the Albany wave farm project. The Premier’s Minister for Regional Development said that it did not need 
a business case. During the estimates hearings his Treasurer said he was currently drafting a business case. Last 
night the Treasurer said that he was no longer doing a business case. 

(1) What is the government’s policy on business case development? 

(2) Why was a business case not drafted for the $15.7 million Albany wave farm project prior to a cabinet 
decision to award it to Carnegie Clean Energy? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(2) From memory, there was a competitive process to award the tender. We were very specific that we wanted 
to establish this facility in Albany because of the wave power — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you are on three calls! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You do not support Albany! The opposition is anti-Albany; that is very clear. Very clearly, 
the Liberals and Nationals are anti-Albany. It is very clear from their answer and we will make sure that it is 
well-known down there. The tender followed a competitive process and Carnegie was successful. Carnegie is 
a world-leading company in wave energy research. It is a common-user facility so other potential operators of 
wave power will be able to access it as well. There is also a research project around it with the University of 
Western Australia. I do not have details of business cases and the like to hand. I know what the member is asking 
me. If the Treasurer were here he may be able to provide some clarity about what he said last night, the other day 
or whatever the question was. I do not have those details in the house. 

The Langoulant report that came down is directing government policy in Western Australia. It demonstrated that 
under the former government, members opposite’s financial management was a mess. 
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